
I90S-] SOCIOLOGY. 623

lions for individuals of this class, whether definitely insane or of such a
degree of mental debility as to be incapable of adapting themselves to
the conditions of free life. He points out that their presence in prisons
is subversive of discipline, and tends to lower the efficiency of the penal
system as a means of mental and manual training for the sane offender.
" Jails and reformatories would do much better work if those who are

insane or idiotic or imbecile could be weeded out and sent to proper
places of detention which would care for them permanently, or at least
until they were reasonably safe to be at large, should they ever arrive at
such a condition of mind and morals." At the same time, such indi

viduals, by reason of their criminal tendencies, are most undesirable
inmates in ordinary hospitals for the insane.

Dr. Allison notes that a large proportion of criminal defectives in
American prisons are immigrants from Europe. This fact has led to
the recent amendment of the law, extending the probation period for
aliens to three years in cases of insanity or criminal conduct.

W. C. SULLIVAN.

The Distribution of Genius in Italy [Per la Distribuzione Regionale della
GenialitÃ  in Italia\. {Arch, di Psichiat., vol. xxv, fase Hi, 1904.)
Capelli.

With a view to applying a statistical test to Lombroso's theory of the

pathological nature of genius, the author has contrasted the distribution
of talent in the several provinces of Italy with the incidence of a variety
of biological and biosocial phenomena. The genius or talent considered
is exclusively contemporary, and its criterion is apparently inclusion in
a sort of Italian Who's Who ? The position of the various provinces

with regard to this kind of intellectual distinction is then compared with
their rank in the scale of cranial capacity, stature, insanity, epilepsy,
alcoholism, suicide, illegitimacy, cretinism, physical unfitness for military
service, education, wealth, and density of population. The results,
given in detail in a series of tables, are held by the author to show that
there is a general correspondence in prevalence between genius and the
high ratios of these several conditions, though he admits a good many
exceptions.

Tuscany, Latium, and Venice show the highest figures for genius, and
also rank well in cranial capacity, stature, education, and wealth. Tuscany
and Venice rank high and Latium low in alcoholism and epilepsy. In
the provinces which are at the bottom of the list for genius, namely,
Puglia, the Abruzzi, and Calabria, the other phenomena show a fairly
close correspondence, except that cranial capacity in the Abruzzi is
remarkably high. The author seems to find no difficulty in interpreting
his results as a striking confirmation of Lombroso's views.

W. C. SULLIVAN.

On Objective Symptoms not under the Control of the Will and their
Medico-Legal Importance [Z)es SymptÃ´mes Objectifs que la volontÃ©est
incapable de Reproduire et de leur Importance en MÃ©decine-LÃ©gale],
(Gaz. des Hop., Oct. nth, 1904.) Babinski.

In this lecture, delivered at the PitiÃ©Hospital by Babinski, he
reviews the characteristics of objective symptoms which are not capable
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of being simulated and dwells on their importance in diagnosis.
Ophthalmoscopic signs are essentially of this nature. In dealing with
paralyses, the law may be formulated that although we meet with func
tional palsies, yet the will is powerless to reproduce any paralysis iden
tical with that due to alteration of nerves. Examples of this are found
in the case of extensor paralysis of the arm and various ocular paralyses.
The will has no influence on the tonicity of muscles and is incapable of
dissociating certain muscular movements which are constantly associated
in ordinary actions. Facial palsy, for example, may be absolutely
differentiated from hysterical hemispasm on the opposite side by noting
" Bell's sign " when the eyes are closed : the eyeball on the paralysed

side being moved upwards during this effort while the lids are immobile
points to the association of an alteration of the facial nerve, with integrity
of the motor oculi, and to a paralysis which cannot be psychical.
Nystagmus accompanying nuclear paralysis of the sixth nerve is another
absolute sign. Abolition of the light reflex of the pupil Babinski con
siders one of the most remarkable symptoms in nervous pathology ; and
from his recent work with Nageotte on the examination of the cÃ©rÃ©bro-
spinal fluid, he believes it to be intimately related with a meningitis.
Much importance is often attached to inequality of the pupils, but in
itself it may be of no clinical value. It is only when we find that in
the case of the smaller pupil there is also narrowing of the interpalpebral
slit and exophthalmos that we may be sure of a lesion of the cervical
sympathetic. Paralysis of accommodation can only be absolutely relied
upon as a pathological symptom when confirmed by experiments with
special lenses which eliminate the possibility of simulation. When
dealing with the larynx, one of the most valuable signs in diagnosis is
unilateral paralysis of the vocal cord.

In the case of tendon reflexes the knee-jerk is not the only one of
interest, although it is often the only one tested. Disappearance of the
Achilles reflex is of importance in the diagnosis of sciatica (from neuritis)
and tabes. True ankle clonus is never observed in hysteria, according
to Babinski. Cutaneous reflexes, long considered as of secondary
importance only, are, on the contrary, most valuable. A careful analysis
of these phenomena (deep and superficial reflexes) and careful observa
tion should always enable one to exclude simulation.

The use of electricity, the study of electrical reactions, is also of the
highest importance. The alteration which an auricular lesion causes in
voltaic vertigo, although comparatively little known, is of much practical
value. A patient says he is deaf, but no alteration is discovered in the
middle ear or internal ear ; if in such a case, with a current of 15 or
20 milliampÃ¨res, one produces neither nodding nor lateral rotation of the
head, one may affirm that there is some labyrinthine lesion present,
and hysterical deafness or simulation may be excluded.

Trophic lesions, circulatory and secretory disturbances in a paralysed
limb are all of major importance.

Circulatory disturbances constitute one of the most characteristic
signs of an epileptic fit and differentiate it from hysteria. The toe
phenomenon of Babinski, and true, leaden lividity of the lips are charac
teristic of the former, and perhaps the only phenomena of the fit which
cannot be simulated.
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In conclusion, Babinski lays stress on the importance of not over
looking the possibility of the association of functional with organic
disease ; the mere discovery of one or more positive or absolute signs of
nervous disease does not exclude the idea that there may be associated
simulation or self-suggestion. Cases of this kind are often complex and
difficult to diagnose accurately. H. J. MACEVOY.

Burial Certificates for Suicides \Uber Beerdigungsatteste bei Selbstmorden,
Von IV.]. (Allgem. Zeit. f. Psychiat., B. 51, H. 4.) Weygandt.

Dr. Weygandt treats of the difficulties which attend the mental con
dition of persons who have committed suicide : their sanity may be
questioned in the proving of a will or by a life insurance company,
for there have been instances of men in pecuniary distress insuring their
lives and then committing suicide in order that their families should
reap the benefit. The author tells us that with most of the German
insurance companies the act of suicide, if committed within five years
of the time of first payment, makes the insurance void. There is a
difficulty, especially in Catholic countries, about the burial of suicides
in consecrated ground. Dr. Weygandt tells us that some jurists
seem to think that medical men are able from an examination of the
brain after death to ascertain whether the person was insane before
death ; this is putting a trust upon pathological skill which it will
scarcely bear. In the present state of our knowledge it is only in
general paralysis, senile dementia, and idiocy that a trustworthy dia
gnosis could be made. Dr. Weygandt mentions a case in which he
himself along with a former superintendent of an asylum were asked to
give their opinion about the mental condition of a man who had com
mitted suicide when aet. 67 from an examination of the brain two
days after death. He gives a long description of a man, the keeper
of a large cemetery, who was imprisoned on a charge of rifling the
dead : this man committed suicide in prison. An examination of his
body was made by a professor of pathological anatomy along with two
physicians. The lesions found were thickening, adhesions of the dura
mater to the cranium in the frontal region, and slight adhesions about
the longitudinal sinus. They gave the following cautious certificate :
" It cannot be maintained that these abnormalities have no connection
with the mental derangement of the deceased. He has always shown
an excited character." Apparently the clergy took a charitable view of

this meaningless certificate, and allowed the man to be buried in the
churchyard at WÃ¼rzburg; but a mob of people tried to prevent this,
maintaining it to be disgraceful that a man under a criminal charge
who had committed self-destruction should be allowed a Christian
burial ; it was with difficulty that they were appeased.

Heller, from an examination of the bodies of three hundred suicides,
states that he has found in one hundred and twenty-nine cases (43 per
cent.) alterations which should impair responsibility. Amongst these
there are cases of undoubted insanity and delirium from drinking and
fevers, disordered menstruation, and parturition. He distinguishes
impairment from complete loss of responsibility. In 8 per cent, of his
cases no alterations were noticed ; 39 per cent, snowed alterations which


